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THE LABYRINTH, GERZEH, AND MAZGHUNEH 

CHAPTER I 
THE SITE OF EL GERZEH 

I. EARLY in December 1910 I began work again 
at Meydum, to clear up certain questions which had to 
be left undecided last year. These were : to make 
certain, if possible, whether there were a low temple, 
belonging to the pyramid of Sneferu, at the edge of 
the cultivation; to see what could be made of the 
construction of the pyramid ; to find Atet's chamber 
in the great mastaba belonging to her and her husband 
Nefermaat ; and to clear out the original passage 
leading into the chamber of Nefermaat, which was 
discovered last year. Besides this there was an xviiith- 
dynasty cemetery to be examined about 4 miles to 
the north. Though one of the Meydum group of 
cemeteries, and worked from Meydum, it would be 
better named El Gerzeh, for it is close to that village 
and to the other cemetery, which we found later on in 
the season. At the end of January, when this work 
was coming to an end, it became necessary to look 
for another site, and on scouring the desert in the 
neighbourhood of this xviiithdynasty cemetery, at a 
distance of about half a mile to the north, we came 
upon a few graves, which produced objects of the 
usual pre-dynastic type. These are well known in 
the south country, but no detailed account has yet 
been published of any further to the north than the 
Abydos district, 200 miles away. I was fortunate in 
having the help of Mr. Bushe-Fox, who once more 
left his work on the Roman sites in England to 
come out and take a part in the excavations. He 
arrived just in time to push on the final stages of the 
work at Meydum, and we finished up the planning, 
pot-drawing and photography, and set to work to 
build a new hut by the site of the pre-dynastic 
cemetery. In the course of ten days or so we moved 
in, dismantling the old Meydum house. 

2. The site of this pre-dynastic cemetery is a 
shallow wady in a slightly raised gravel bed, just to 

the south of the head of the embankment road from 
El Riqqeh to the Fayum. I t  lies about 300 yards 
into the desert from the present edge of the culti- 
vation, and about 200 yards south of the great 
wady, which leads the road across the desert from 
the embankment head. The dunes, among which 
the cemetery lies, form the north side of a great bay 
in the desert edge. This bay is now coming under 
cultivation. The xviiith-dynasty cemetery lay on 
the south side of this bay. There is also a Moham- 
medan cemetery on a bluff which rises a few hundred 
yards to the north of the embankment head, and 
north of this again lies a Roman cemetery. 

While trenching the desert in the neighbourhood 
of the embankment head for any more cemeteries, we 
found three or four isolated graves of the xiith dynasty, 
but no regular cemetery of that period. These graves 
were dug in the deep sand overlying the gravel, in 
the wady up which runs the Fayum road; hence 
their position was analogous to that of the pre- 
dynastic graves found in the next wady to the south, 
which were also dug through the sand into the under- 
lying gravel or marl, as the case may be. 

A little further into the desert,on the high ground 
at the north side of the road wady, were some curious 
deep pits, of quite irregular shape, from one of which 
came a few flint flakes, and from another the hoard 
of bronze figured on pl. xxii. The hiding of the 
bronze was not the object for which the pit was 
dug, as the cache was made quite high up in the 
filling of the pit, only 3 feet or so below the surface. 
The purpose of the pits is quite inexplicable at 
present, for, although we dug out a couple of dozen 
of them, they produced nothing whatever beyond 
these objects. Not a single bone or fragment of bone 
was found in or near them. No grain was found, and 
they did not appear to be granaries. 

There were also two large pit tombs, one half a 
mile into the desert, the other close to the cultivation. 
A central hollow, now filled with blown sand, is in 
each case surrounded by large mounds of gravel with 

I 



2 THE SITE OF EL GERZEH 

here and there a bleached piece of bone, showing only 
too plainly that they have suffered the usual fate of 
Egyptian tombs in having been plundered. 

3. In trenching round the pre-dynastic cemetery, 
we found another curious one, consisting of only nine 
graves, most of which were plundered, probably owing 
to the fact that they had been dug in the higher 
ground around the edges of the pre-dynastic wady. 
The skeletons that remained were in the very con- 
tracted position of the proto-dynastic period, with the 
head N. or rather N.E. (see pl. i, I). The only objects 
obtained from these nine graves were three small lime- 
stone vases of iind-dynasty shape, as El Amrah and 
Abydos, pl. xvi, no. 8, a few fragments of a beautiful 
rosy pink limestone table of offerings, and a piece of 
a large finely worked alabaster bowl. This small 
isolated community seems strange. We may well 
ask, how did nine individuals come to be inhabiting 
the neighbourhood apparently all by themselves, with 
no immediate predecessors and their nearest suc- 
cessors being presumably at the end ef the iiird 
dynasty more than four miles away at Meydum? Quite 
close to these nine graves was a wide layer of black 
ashes, from which we were unable to obtain any- 
thing beyond the ashes. Lastly we may note that 
there were a number of Bedawy ezbeh scattered all 
round these cemeteries and all close to the Fayum 
road. 

CHAPTER I 1  
THE SEQUENCE DATING 

By GERALD WAINWRIGHT 

4. WHILE working up the results obtained from 
the pre-dynastic cemetery, there was good opportunity 
for adding to the system of Sequence Dates set out 
in Diospolis Puma. The check on the general accu- 
racy of this system is the more satisfactory as it is 
supplied from a very different part of the country, 
El Gerzeh being some 200 miles north of Naqada 
and Diospolis Parva, on the pottery of which places 
the arrangement was built up. We now know that 
this sequence dating is not a local affair applicable 
only to the South country, but extends over the 
whole land. As was found by Randall-MacIver at 
El Amrah, the sequence dates of the pots in any 
given grave coincide closely one with another. Had 
the ranges been derived from a faulty system, this 
could hardly have occurred time after time, as it did, 
in some 290 graves at El Gerzeh, as well as in the 

cemeteries of El Amrah. At every revision the 
ranges put forward in Diospolis Pawa are of course 
liable to some slight expansion, as they were not the 
result of an exhaustive study of the whole civilisation 
of pre-dynastic Egypt, but only of a study of that 
portion of it exhibited in a small number of ceme- 
teries. The types which bear only one isolated, or 
several isolated, dates will be especially liable to 
revision, for the isolation of these dates implies that 
only a single specimen was found, and that it occurred 
at that date in the original goo graves, which formed 
the corpus. If there are but one or two isolated 
dates, it means that the type only occurred once or 
twice, and therefore its history was not sufficiently 
known to provide a range. 

5. Below is a list of additions necessary to be made 
to the isolated dates already published, to make them 
coincide with the ranges of the groups of pottery 
with which these types were found at El Gerzeh. 
Yet out of the whole cemetery it is only necessary to 
make additions to seventeen types, and it will be seen 
on looking down the list that the additions are very 
slight, and that no alteration of the general position 
of the type in the sequence of dates is required. For 
instance, only a single pot of the type P g4 6 was 
found at S.D. 46 in the original -making up of the 
corpus. 

Now however at El Gerzeh this type is found- 
again as an isolated specimen--occurring in grave 63, 
whose range, deducible apart from this pot, is S.D. 
52-68. It is therefore evident that this type did not 
show its full range at Naqada and Diospolis, but had 
a range extending from 46-as found before-to at 
least 52, the lowest number at which it would 
correspond to the range of the other pots found with 
it at El Gerzeh. A check is supplied by the allied 
type P 94 a which is found at the intermediate dates 
S.D. 50, 51. The extension of P 94 6 to S.D. 52 then 
is quite consistent, and the sequence date of P 946 
will in future read S.D. 46, 52. 

The types, which showed a clear range in the 
corpus, naturally did not require so much expansion 
in their sequence dates as did those isolated ones. 

As a matter of fact, out of the whole cemetery only 
the four ranges given below had to be expanded at 
all to make them fit, and these f ~ u r  expansions were 
only very slight. For instance, a specimen of D 59 b 
was found in grave 139. The range of this grave 
according to its types of pottery, other than D 596, 
was S.D. 62-66. Again, in grave 169, otherwise 
ranging from S.D. 61-62, a specimen of D 59 b was 
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found. By the evidence of the cemetery of El Gerzeh, 
then, D 59 b must last at least as late as S.D. 62 in 
order to coincide with its contemporary types. But 
the range given in the c'orpus to D 596 is only 
S.D. 46-60. It is therefore evident that this type did 
not exhibit its full range when the corpzcs was made 
up, and it is 2 points short in the case of grave 139, 
and I point short in the case of grave 169. In 
order to make the whole contents of the graves agree 
it will be necessary to lengthen the range of D 59 b 
by these 2 points, and to revise the range of D 59 b 
from S.D. 46-60 to S.D. 46-62. 

To these four alterations it must be added that 
F 58 a may run on as late as S.D. 58, when it occurs 
in Rough-faced pottery. 

The revisions therefore are 22, and the revised 
list is : 

Polished Red Pottery [P] : 
S.D. 

11 C. 35-63 
40d. 57~63, 64 
41 b. 42,449 47 

c. 35, 43, 58 

Rough-faced Pottery [R] : 

S.D. 

46-b- 381 701 721 75 
78 a. 65,68 
94 8. 46, 52 

Decorated Pottery [D] : 

Fancy Forms [F] : 

S.D. 

5 b. 44,459 47 
7 a. 40,441 52 
11- 44147 
14. 48, 62 

6. A number of new types were found, which have 
been worked into the corplcs of sequence dates. To 
do this there was no need to revert to the system 
explained in Diospolis Parva, for the corpus is now 
in existence, and by means of it we can assign dates 
to forms of pottery, just as well as to forms of stone 
vases, etc. It will be remembered that by the 
Diospolis Pama system the range there given to each 
type may be longer, but cannot be shorter. But this 
is not the case with the ranges here applied to the 
new types, for every new shape has been given the 
shortest range which will cover all the graves in 

S.D. 

366. 40, 50 
47. 52, 53, 60 
596. 4 - 5 2  
67 a. 46-5 8 

S.D. 

44a. 571 60 
51. 33, 44, 47 
65 b. 47-66 

which it was found. Hence it is evident that the 
ranges given to these new types represent, in each 
case, the shortest range deducible from the compara- 
tively few graves at El Gerzeh, and may be extended 
in future like the other sequence dates. For instance, 
P 8 4 8  is found in graves 45 and 193, of which the 
sequence dates are : 

S.D. 
Grave 45 . . 5L70 

n I93 . . 52-68 

S.D. 
68 a. 40-5 8 
71 a. 55, 58,63 
93a. 37-50 

The range S.D. 52-68 being common to both is for 
the present, therefore, the range of this type of pot. 
But it is possible that, on revision by the material 
provided from another cemetery, P 84 g may be 
found in a grave whose range is only S.D. 51-65. 
The shortest known range would then become 
S.D. 52-65. 

Again, when a new type such as W 2 c has been 
given a long range-in this case S.D. 43-70-it does 
not mean that it is a common type occurring con- 
tinually, as it would mean in Diospolis Parva, but 
merely that it was found in a grave which otherwise 
only contained common pottery, and so could not be 
exactly dated. As a matter of fact this was a very 
rare type, of which only this one example was 
found. 

Therefore, while the ranges here given form a 
useful basis for the dating of fresh material and are 
quite reliable, yet, owing to the small number of 
instances, they do not present the same solidity of 
an irreducible minimum, as do the ranges in Diospolis 
Parva, but are liable to a certain expansion or 
contraction according to further evidence, whereas 
the Diospolz3 Parua ranges cannot be contracted, but 
only expanded. 

New Types. 

Black-topped Pottery [B] pl. X :  

S.D. S.D. 
57 b. 50-68 I 766. 47-64 

Polished Red Pottery [P] pl. ix : 

S.D. 

166. 55, 57 
23 f. 571 64 
g. 5 8 , ~ , 6 ~ ,  65 

32 b. 52-63 
36 c. 481 491 59 

S.D. 

38 b. 59,61,65 
576. 4743  
716. 52-63 
7 5 d  65 

e. 58 
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S.D. 

75f. 60 
g. 61 
h. 5- 
i. 6 4 6 5  

778. 36-71 
c. 55, 57 

816. 55857-63 
d. 47-65 

82 d. 47-70 
8 4 ~ 0  55-60 
d. 57 

S.D. 

84e. 55 
f. 52-63 
g. 52-68 

57 
2.. 57864, 65 

95 d. 43-70 
9 6 ~ .  53-66 
97 6. 42-77 
98c. 52-70 

IW a. 47-78 

Late Pottery [L] pl. xi : 

CHAPTER 

S.D. 

53r. 59 
S. 63 

Black Polished [BP] pl. X. 

THE BURIALS 

S.D. 

53 t- 47-57 
438. 52-76 

S.D. 

1 a. 50-77 
6. 57 

2. 40-65 

Fancy Forms [F] pl. xi : 
By G E R A D  WAINWRIGHT 

S.D. 

3- 55, 57 
4" 57,63 

S.D. 

32a- 57 
6. 59,61,65 
c. 63 
d. 47-65 

7. THE graves were of two kinds, one large and 
roughly oblong about 50 X 30 inches, and the other 
very small and much more truly oblong. These are 
found as small as 25 X 15 inches, and are naturally 
more frequent when the graves are dug in the marl. 
The graves were, as a rule, dug through the sand 
on to the underlying gravel, which formed the floor 
of the grave, though sometimes they did not reach 
the gravel, but stopped short in the sand. Some 
of them, however, were cut down into the hard gravel 
itself as much as 24 and 36 inches, and where the marl 
was the underlying stratum the grave was cut down 
to it, and sometimes into it, a matter of 20 to 30 inches. 
Therefore though the pre-dynastic people preferred 
not to dig in tough rock, this material presented 
no diffculties insuperable to their tools. Most of 
the graves were deeply covered with sand, there 
being as much as 80 inches over no. 139, and 
70 inches or so over many more. At the higher 
edges of the depression the graves were, however, 
very shallow. These were cut entirely in the gravel, 
and the pottery in a few graves was actually showing 
above ground. 

There appeared to be no roofing composed of 
brushwood upheld on branches, nor were there any 
brick-lined graves, but in five instances the whole 
burial had been carefully plastered over with mud, 
as is shown in pl. ii. In the case of no. I 13, pl. ii, I I, 

a regular coffin seems to have been built round the 
burial, the mud being supported on the mat with 
which the body was covered, and then the whole 
thing sagged in with its own weight, In the case 
of nos. 142 and 133, pl. ii, 8 and g, the mud appears 
to have been worked over the body up to a central 
roof ridge running N. and S. This system was evi- 
dently the more successful, and has stood intact. 

S.D. 
32e. 65 
f: 66 

46 b. 50-70 
100. 47-70 

Wavy-handled Pottery [W] pl. xi : 

S.D. 
2 ~ .  43-70 
d. 57, 64 

196. 58-62 
42 b. 58-63 

S.D. 
42 C. 58-63 

47-65 
X 51-63 

Decorated Pottery [D] pl. ix : 

S.D. 
46. 60,61 
7d. 58 
8 8. 489 499 59 

12 b. 41,57, 60, 61,64 
18d. 60-65 
43 b. 52-63 

S.D. 

44. 50-70 
59f: 49859 
61 a. 47-77 
67 52, 55, 57Y63 
68 c. 63 

Rough-faced Pottery [R] pl. X : 

S.D. 

33 b. 43-70 
42 d. 57,64,66 
438. 5-70 

c- 43-70 
446. 55 

c. 51-63 
d. 52-70 
e. 66 

63 a. - 47-78 
65 e- 4744  
668. 47-57 
6ge- 53-63 
f. 47-57 
g. 5 4  57, 64 

S.D. 

70- 47-57 
74 6. 47, 50-66 

c- 53-66 
d. 50-64 

7 6 ~ .  52-53 
79 6. 47-52,573 64 
88b. 61 
91 d. 551 63 
93c. 58-63 

101a 39-73 
6. 57, 64 

102. 43-70 
103. 63 
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In neither case was any mat used. In no. 142 some 
of the offering pots were placed outside the covering, 
thus anticipating the usage found in the ist and iind 
dynasties (Royal Tombs, I, pls. lx, lxi ; 11, pls. Ix, lxi), 
where chambers for the offerings were built round 
the tomb chamber, three of which, in the case of 
Merneit, were found still well stocked with jars. 

Multiple burials may be said not to exist in this 
cemetery ; for, excepting graves I 2 I and I 71, which 
are the burials of a mother and child (pls. i, 4, iii, 6), 
there is only one instance, no. 143, and in this there 
are three skeletons. They are laid with their heads 
N.W. and their faces W. All the other burials are 
single. Grave I 10 contained the skeleton of a woman 
and a foetus lying on the backbone. The grave was 
situated among the others-was not separated in any 
way--and showed no signs of any special treatment. 

8. Out of the 288 graves which we opened in the 
pre-dynastic cemetery, 39 were plundered or of the 
New Kingdom period, leaving a balance of 249 
unopened graves. Of these intact graves- 

51 were burials of infants or children 
198 ,, - ,, ,S adults 

249 
Therefore the child mortality was very high indeed, 
one-fifth of the population dying in youth Five of 
these children were buried in large pots, for which 
a cover was provided either by a dish or a broken 
pot. In grave 77 the large pot colitaining the burial, 
though covered at the mouth, had a hole knocked in 
the bottom. In this grave the child is buried with its 
mother, though a pot is used ; in the other cases of 
pot burial there is no other burial in the grave. The 
child was about ten months old, as its teeth were just 
coming through. Two of the other children were 
buried with their mothers, no. 121 (pl. i, 4) being 
broken up, and no. 171 (p]. iii, 6)--a big child-being 
laid alongside her. 

g. The orientation of the children was very varied. 
Number of 
Burials 

I4 
16 
3 
5 
4 
I 

2 

I - 
46 

Direction of Lying on Lying on 
Head. L. R. 
N. I I 3 
S. I5 I 

E. I 2 

W. 2 3 
N.W. 3 I 

N.E. 'I - 
S.E. 2 
S.W. I - - - 

36 I 0  

Though the normal pre-dynastic position of the head 
to the south and the face to the west, lying on the 
left side, was more general than any other, yet the 
abnormal positions outnumber the normal. The atti- 
tude is much the same as that of the adults, except 
that in seven the knees are not sharply flexed, but are 
only slightly bent. Seven of them are also in a position 
not found among the adults, a position in which 
one of the hands rests on, or in front of, the pelvis. 
Among the adults an approximation to this attitude 
is found in only five cases, where the arm is stretched 
down to the knees or round the ribs. The children 
were well provided for, having at least one and 
generally many vases, while several of them had 
fine painted pots, and nine had stone vases ; most 
of them had a little galena and malachite; three 
had slate palettes ; nine had beads ; one of the 
two amulets found came from a child's grave; 
one had a fine flint flake; another had a curious 
rod, either of kohl, or else very corroded metal, with 
an ivory point set in it (pl. vi, 11). The richest 
grave of all, no. 67, was that of a fair-sized boy, 
whence came the iron beads (which are described 
in chap. vi), the only weapon found, which was a 
pear-shaped mace-head of white limestone, also a 
copper harpoon (the only hunting implement found), 
a fine slate palette, and the only ivory vase found. 
The whole tomb group is figured on pl. xiii. Two 
of the best stone vases came from grave 81--an 
infant's grave. 

The attitude and orientation of the adult burials 
are drawn up in the accompanying table : 

Number of 
Burials. 

99 
35 
15 
I 0  

I4 
I2 

7 
6 

Direction 
of Head. 

N. 
S. 
E. 
W. 

N.W. 
N.E. 
S.E. 
S.W. 

Lying on 
L. 

76 
27 
13 
4 
9 

I I 

5 
6 - 

151 

Lying on 
R. 

23 
6 
2 

6 
5 
I 

2 
- - 
45 

Various 
Attitudes. 
- 
2 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
2 

While the normal position on the left side is 
preserved in three-quarters of the cases, the orienta- 
tion of the body is in only a sixth of the graves 
in the regular pre-dynastic direction of the head 
to the south; and while the children favour the 
usual south position of the head, the adults are 
buried in half the graves with their heads to the 
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north. This, it will be remembered, is the early 
dynastic position. It  is found in the neighbouring 
iiird-dynasty cemetery of Meydum (Medum, p. 21, 
M . & m  andMempfis, iii, p. 29) ; and in the ist dynasty 
the five servants of King Qa were buried, four with 
their heads to the north, and only one with his head 
to the south (Royal Tombs, i, p. 14). In these cases 
the skeletons generally lie on the left side, though 
occasionally on the right. I t  seems therefore that 
the dynastic direction of the head to the north was 
already in use by the more northern prehistoric 
people. 

10. Forty-six of the burials were wrapped in what 
appeared to be a reed mat (pl. i, 3). A sample 
of the mat, in which no. 262 was wrapped, was 
examined by Mr. W. W. Midgley of Bolton, and 
is pronounced to consist of Rhamie or China Grass. 
Woven material was found in six instances. Samples 
were sent to Mr. Midgley, who reports that the yarn 
is made of Rhamie fibre. On those samples which 
were in the best condition he reports as follows: 

" No. 262 A. A plain (one-upand-one-down) type 
of cloth, in which there are 48 ' ends ' and 24 ' picks ' 
per linear inch. About 60 per cent. of the warp yarns 
are doubled, 3 per cent. are tvebhd, and 37 per cent. 
single yarns. Only about 10 per cent. of the weft 
yarns are doubled, and these are inserted at irregular 
intervals. Both warp and weft are irregular in 
diameter. On examining the fibres, it was evident 
they were too coarse to be flax, but have all the 
characteristics of Rhamie fibre. Micro-measurements 
were made of ten fibres: these varied in diameter 
from & to -inch, with a mean of -inch. 

No. 262 B. A plain weave, with 56 ' ends ' and 
30 'picks' per inch. About 20 per cent. of the warp 
yarns are double, all the rest being single. The weft 
is composed entirely of single yarn. Both warp and 
weft yarns are more regular in diameter than the 
preceding. The measurements of diameter of the 
fibres are practically the same as the above. 

Na 262 C. A plain woven fabric, with 60 ' ends ' 
and 20 'picks' per inch. About half the warp yarns 
are doubled, but are very irregular in diameter. The 
diameter of the fibres ranged from to inch, 
with a mean of inch. The characteristics and 
diameter of the fibres of the three cloths from the 
262 grave indicate that the fabrics were made from 
Rhamie fibre, and that of a quality not unlike such 
fibre as is in the market at the present day. 

" No. 263 A. On account of the friable condition of 
the fabric, it is difficult to make much out with any 

degree of certainty. I t  is clear that it contains 88 
' ends ' and 32 ' picks ' per inch. Also that in both 
warp and weft there are some of the yarns doubled, 

" No. 263 B. The striking feature in the appearancc 
of this cloth is its fineness and evenness of diameter 
in the yarns. There are 88 ' ends' and 52 'picks' 
per inch. The cloth is peculiar (instances of the same 
occur in early Egyptian cloths) in not kavzng th W@ 

a t  nght at~gks to t h  warp-in this case it is about 
20° out. 

" No. 263 c. Made out of evenly-spun single yarns, 
with 76 'ends ' and 40 picks ' per inch. This fabric 
is also peculiar in having the weft put in quite 40" 
from right angle to warp. 

" No. 263 D. The cloth contains 88 ' ends ' and 36 
'picks ' per inch. Nearly all the warp and weft yarns 
are doubled and are fairly regular in diameter." 

In reply to a query about the origin of the varia- 
tion of the angle between the warp and the weft 
Mr. Midgley kindly wrote the following: 

"The fact of the weft not being at right angles to- 
the warp, if one may conclude by the fabrics, does 
not, I think, imply that such weaving is of inferior 
quality. When I noticed the peculiarity first, I 
thought it might have arisen through distortion by 
stretching over the body, but repeated examples of the 
same fact have led me to consider other causes. We 
know how closely analogous to ' darning' was the 
early weaving ; and in our days it is not unusual to 
find stockings not darned at right angles, and it may 
be the women weavers of old sometimes put in the 
weft more or less out of true right angle. In the 
childhood of weaving we should expect different 
methods, and it may be, seeing that we have no 
evidence of selvedged cloth until very long after this 
time, that they experimented with a diagonal weft to 
see if it would not reduce the tendency to fray out at 
the sides." 

I I. This cloth was used in various ways. 
No. 254 had cloth only on the lower vertebrae of 

the backbone, therefore apparently had a waistcloth. 
Nos. 257, 262, 263, 265 had the cloth simply lying 

on the skeletons and none underneath except in the 
case of 26 3, where it went under the chest There was 
also a thick pad on the hands, and another on the 
pelvis. In 257 the cloth was wedged tightly against 
the outside of the backbone. Probably therefore over 
each of these a cere-cloth was laid after they were put 
in the grave. 

No. 11 appeared to have had the bones wrapped 
round with cloth. 
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We found no signs of leather being employed for Graves: 10 16 20 33 rug 11oa 116 zog Total 

wrapping, in the whole cemetery. Ribs , . a a a a 5 
12. Some of the bodies presented evident signs of Shoulder blade a a 2 

having been interred while the flesh was still on. In Broken uncer- 1 a I 
no. 265 faeces were found inside the skeleton in rows tain piece . 
across the body between the ribs and pelvis, and 
again a sample of the cloth taken from no. 263 proved The ribs were always found in pairs. From the 
on examination to be impregnated with faeces. In both above table it will be seen that a rib of beef was 
cases therefore the dead men must have been buried evidently the favourite joint. 
as bodies and not as skeletons and no. 263 at least Dr. Goodbody, of University College, London, 
must have been buried within a few hours of death. undertook the analysis of such samples of the pot 
Hair was found on many of the skulls. The skulls contents as were not of a botanical nature, and found 
were all cracked into small fragments, yet were unable them to be flesh, though of what origin it is impossible 
to fall in completely owing to the sand which filled to say definitely. On examination by ether very 
the inside. In some cases the skull was so corn- little or no fat was found. The presumption there- 
pletely filled that the cracked upper side had not fore is, that the substance is the flesh either of an ox 
been able to sink in the least, but gave the appear- or deer, or it may possibly be human. The greatest 
ance of a perfect skull, because it was lying on the quantity of fat estimated by ether extract was 2 per 
enclosed sand. In fact the cast of the interior of the cent. In at least 3 cases there was a strong sus- 
skull remained on the surface of the sand on removing picion of resin, as on burning the substance gave out 
the upper pieces of bone. It  is a curious question a strong resinous or oily smell, but on analysis the 
how the sand got in so completely. It  could certainly substance does not answer to all the resin tests. In 
not have penetrated through the cracks, for when one case, no. 25, the flesh had been wrapped up in 
cracked the skull must have fallen in, if empty. I t  leaves, for a leafy structure was identified on the 
must therefore have entered before the cracking of outside. The flesh was not confined to any particular 
the skull, and it must have filled every crevice while type of pot, for in no. 25 the sample was taken from 
the skull was still perfect The penetration of a little a rough-faced pot, in no. 254 it was taken from a 
sand through the eye-sockets and nostrils would be wavy-handled pot, and the sample from no. 13 came 
understandable, but when the skull became filled from a painted pot. In the case of no. 254 there was 
above the level of these, it seems strange that still very little flesh, but it was mixed with a great deal of 
more should enter. As will be seen in pl. ii, 10, the earth. 
skull of no. 142 is quite packed with sand although Many of the vases contained a substance in a 
the burial was closely coated with mud, hence there spongy, or at  times powdery, condition. A specimen 
could be very little or no sand to penetrate of its was examined by Prof. F. W. Oliver, of University 
own accord. Two analogous cases were noted in College, London, who reports : 
graves 127 and 276, where in each case a leg bone, a The spongy material contains quantities of the 
(which to all appearances was perfect, so closely glumes (chaff) of a species of Triticum (wheat). As 
did the crack fit,) fell apart when lifted, cracked starch grains were also recognised in nests of cells, it 
into two halves, and was found to be as full of is probable that grains of wheat were present with the 
sand in 127, and mar1 in 276, as if it had been glumes." 
rammed. There were no pots full of beetles buried as at 

13. In graves 76 we found carnelian and gold Diospolis Parva, nor were any dogs buried as at the 
beads above place and Naqada. 

3, ,, 138 ,, 2 carnelian beads Wood occurred in I I graves, mostly as a single 
S, >B 1 42 9, carnelian andsundry piece of stick about 2 inches in diameter. In 8 cases 

other beads these occurred near the walls of the grave, or just 
in the sand filling of the skull. In 138 these beads under the extremities of the skeleton. In no. 173 
were large, being a full ) inch in diameter. the wood was found included in a pile of pebbles and 

In 8 graves we found that bones of some large other odds and ends. The other two were plundered 
animal, presumably an ox, but possibly a deer, had and nothing could be gathered as to the original 
been laid with the dead man. position of the wood. 
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14. What appears in the plan (pl. xiii) as grave 108 
was a very unaccountable piece of work, being a long 
deep trench running north and south. I t  measured 
83 X 22 inches, and was cut 25 inches deep into the 
r&k. There was no burial here, but the whole was 
filled with grey ashes and charcoal. The only objects 
found were 3 finger bones, of which 2 were burnt 
and the other showed no signs of burning. No 
potsherds or other objects of any sort were found. 
As will be seen from the plan, it is in the middle of 
the graves. Probably this was the burning-place of the 
offerings for the dead and possibly from this fire came 
the innumerable potfuls of ashes which are always 
found buried with these people. It is curious that 
finger bones should have been found here, and also 
occasionally in the pots in the graves. It  is possible 
that the earth with which these bones were mixed in 
these pots had retained its original crumbliness 
through having been burnt and mixed ttrith a little 
ashes. In the ash-jars some earth and occasionally 
sand and a few scraps of pottery or flint were found, 
suggesting that the ashes had been scraped from a 
hearth. None of these details were observed in this 
trench. 

I g. The nine iind-dynasty burials were all plun- 
dered, except that figured pl. i, I. The graves were 
different to the pre-dynastic ones, being much more 
box-like, quite truly oblong, with the corners sharply 
cut out. No. I was lined with brick and produced 
the three small limestone vases. The position of the 
only undisturbed body, no. 8 (pl. i, I), is much more 
tightly flexed than that of the pre-dynastic people, 
though the pre-dynastic no. 12 (pl. i, 2) nearly ap- 
proaches it. The orientation of no. 8 is the dynastic, 
the head being to the N.E. 

CHAPTER IV 
EVIDENCES OF THE MUTILATION OF BODIES 

By GERALD WAINWRIGHT 

16. ALL through the work we were careful to dis- 
tinguish any mutilation of the bodies, as apart from 
either plundering or the hypothetical reconstruction 
of the burial by relatives after the discovery of an 
outrage. We thus eliminated the numerous graves 
which showed the usual signs of plundering, such as 
chips of pottery, bones and pieces of bones, and even 
whole pots high up in the filling, and scattered pell- 
me11 at every level from the surface of the ground 
down to the confused pile of bones mixed up with the 

p6ts and potsherds in the middle of the grave. We 
also eliminated grave no. 238 as a probable -to- 
ration; for on examining the skeleton we found the 
left knee joint and only a few inches of the femur and 
tibia remaining in their proper position, the greater 
part of both of these bones having disappeared, as had 
the pelvis and the right leg. The place of the right 
femur, however, had been supplied by some one else's 
forearm, as an ulna and radius were found, where a 
femur was anticipated. The skeleton had both its 
forearms attached to the humeri in the usual way. 
Moreover the grave contained no pottery, and another 
grave had been cut through one corner. 

After thus discriminating the results of plundering 
and a possible reconstruction, and after further 
eliminating several doubtful cases', we have twelve 
cases left, which cannot be accounted for by these 
means, nor yet by the theory of the falling to pieces 
by natural decay, for in no case of the displacement 
of bones was there a roofing of any sort, nor even 
a mat, to preserve a free space round the body in 
which bones could move; but as soon as the sand 
filling was thrown in it fell directly on to the corpse 
itself. This displacement of bones cannot be thought 
to be due to our workmen carelessly replacing bones 
which they had moved in the work, for the bones 
were so cracked and perished that they fell to pieces 
at a touch, and we were unable to obtain a single 
perfect specimen from the whole cemetery. 

These twelve graves bear no sign whatever of 
plundering, apart from the details which we here take 
to be the result of mutilation. In these graves the 
bones were all lying in place on the clean floor of the 
grave, cut in the gravel or marl. In at least two 
cases, nos. 67 and 142, there were very good reasons 
why the disorder could not possibly be the result of 
plundering. 

No. 67. The head appeared to be severed from 
the body, as it was standing on its base, and a neck 
vertebra was found some distance out of place 
between the shoulders ; yet the valuable necklace of 
gold, iron, carnelian, and agate beads was left round 
the neck. Had a plunderer been feeling round the 
neck it is highly improbable that he should miss the 
necklace, and disturb only one vertebra, leaving all 
the others in their places-see pl. xiii, where the 
disturbed vertebra is indicated by V. 

No. 142. The greater part of the feet are missing, 
although the burial was covered with an unbroken 
mud coating some 2 inches thick, pl. ii, 8, 10. The 
burial was cleaned by one of the oldest and most 
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experienced men, and when I found that the forepart 
of the upper foot was missing, I cleared the lower one 
myself from the untouched sand, and found it to be 
in the same condition. There is not the least likeli- 
hood of the upper foot having been disturbed in the 
cleaning and then cleared away, for the man was 
accustomed to tell me when he had disturbed bones, 
and to leave them for me to see, as he did with the 
finger bones of this very burial. 

17. From these two cases, which present every 
probability against the plundering theory, we will 
proceed to the others, none of which show any sign 
of plundering or disturbance other than the detail 
described. 

No. 123. The pelvis was entirely missing, together 
with the lower vertebrae. 

No. 137. The feet were entirely missing. 
No. 138. The sacrum was gone, and only two 

broken pieces of the iliac bones remained, while the 
left femur was articulated into the left iliac bone, 
the right femur was laid 4 or 5 inches away from the 
iliac bone, and'upon the heel bone and two other 
bones of the foot. Beyond these three pieces there 
was no other sign of the feet. The condition of the 
feet confirms that of 142, and this grave, again, was 
cleared by one of the most straightforward and 
intelligent of the men, and one who has been with us 
for years. 

No. 171. The left iliac bone was removed from the 
sacrum, and was separated from it by some distance ; 
it was out of articulation with the femur, and had 
been turned right round, as shown in pl. iii, 6, 7. 
That this is the result of the burying of the child is 
improbable, as the arms, upon which the child is 
actually laid, are undisturbed, whereas the left iliac 
bone is almost further removed from that possible 
scene of disturbance than any other part of the 
body. The left iliac bone was lying upon the heel of 
the left foot, but 4 inches of sand intervened between 
them. One of the child's teeth was found by its left 
elbow. 

No. 187. Two of the hand bones were lying apart 
from the hand, alongside of the forearm, in the un- 
disturbed sand, whence Mr. Bushe-Fox took them 
himself. 

No. 200. The six highest vertebrae were entirely 
missing. The skull had never been moved, for it 
was tightly wedged against the pots and was 
smoothly covered by a mat, which passed down 
between it and the pots, which were standing upon 
it. It seems impossible that plunderers could have 

located the exact position of the neck, and having 
dug down upon it, could have removed it intact 
without disturbing any other part of the grave. 

No. 206. This grave is figured in pl. iii, 5. Although 
hardly a bone is in articulation, much of the separa- 
tion is not necessarily artificial ; but the position of 
the head and the two tibiae and fibulae cannot be due 
to natural causes. The tibiae and fibulae are inverted 
so that the ankle ends approach the knee ends of the 
femora, and the knee ends are turned right away. 
Moreover, the bones of the feet were scattered, a few 
being laid at the end of the tibiae, the rest, with the 
kneecaps and bones of the hand, being laid on the 
other side, close to the second pot from the bottom of 
the photograph. As natural decay will not account 
for their position, no more will plundering; for the 
skeleton lay evenly on the gravel floor of the grave, 
and it was actually placed under many of its pots, 
which show no sign of disturbance. Natural causes, 
plundering, or reconstruction would be equally un- 
satisfactory explanations of the position of the head. 
Not only was the skull, with three vertebrae attached, 
found to be transposed on to the back of the skeleton, 
between the shoulders (which could scarcely happen 
naturally), but further, the beads were found still in 
place under the skull. The position of these beads 
negatives any movement after burial by plunderers 
or from other causes. Hence, though a great part of 
the apparent dismemberment might be explained as 
due to natural collapse of the body, yet the position 
of the head, tibiae, fibulae, kneecap, and foot bones 
seems inexplicable except on the hypothesis of 
mutilation at the time of burial. 

No. 251. The head and right leg were missing. 
This was a very small grave, being only 38 inches 
long, and there never was room for the head, so that 
the condition of the body cannot be explained as 
the result of plundering. 

No. 280. The ends of the tibiae were broken at 
the ankle, but a few of the foot bones remained 
beyond the broken legs. The left iliac bone was 
missing from the pelvis. As the body was lying 
on the left side, the missing ilium should have 
been underneath the other bones ; but as these were 
intact and undisturbed, the removal of the left 
ilium cannot be the work of plunderers or careless 
workmen. 

No. 284 The finger bones of the left hand were 
scattered about near the forearm. I removed them 
myself from the undisturbed sand. 

18. The above information is here tabulated. 
2 
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part &&d. Grave. Total. sand. Out of the nine finds three are distinctly 
Neck vertebrae . 67,200,206, 25 I 4 human and one is apparently so, while three are 
Pelvis . . 123, 138, 171,280 4 animal and two are uncertain. 
Femur . . 251 I Three similar human finger bones were found in 
Tibia . . 206,251 2 the trench full of ashes no. 108. Of these, two were 
Feet . . 137, I 38, 142,206,280 5 burnt. A curious analogy to these finger bones comes 
Hand . . 187,284 2 from the South Seas, where in the Island of Ton- 

We find that mutilation is mostly confined to the 
feet, and next, to the pelvis and neck. When we 
add the femur and tibia to the pelvis and feet, we 
find that in 12 out of a total of 18 separate mutila- 
tions, it is the lower limbs which have suffered. The 
neck has suffered in 4 cases and the hands in 2 cases. 
Though we shall discuss the full significance of the 
rite in the next chapter, the mutilation or dismember- 
ment probably took the form here set forth with the 
extra intention of laying the ghost, either by prevent- 
ing it from walking, or by killing it by cutting off the 
head, or lastly by depriving it of power, if it should 
walk, by destroying its hands. Possibly connected 
with this rite are the curious finds of small bones, 
which are occasionally found mixed up with earth, 
rarely with sand, and once in mud, in the pots which 
are laid in the grave. They are always very small ; 
and, when human, generally a single finger joint, 
though sometimes a bone of a very small animal 
takes its place. Occasionally it is just a splinter of 
bone. The earth was quite loose and crumbly, in 
contradistinction to the mud, which was a cake. 

The finds were the following : 
Graves : 10 40 57 61 71 95 119 281 294 Total. 

} 
animal 3 

Finger 1 m 3 
bone I and skull 

splinter 
apparently 

human 
Uncertain m 2 

The finger bone in no. 281 was tiny, and with it 
was another just as tiny and a piece of a very young 
skull. From the pot in grave ~o.came a chip of flint 
and a few chips of pottery along with the jawbone of 
the small animal. The bone from no. 71 was so 
small and broken that Dr. Goodbody, of University 
College, says he believes it to be human but would 
not care to state it definitely. The pots from graves 
10, 61,71,95, I 19,294 contained earth, that from 40 
contained mud, and those from 57 and 281 contained 

the amputation of fingers was taking the place of 
child sacrifice when the arrival of Christianity stopped 
it (Mariner, Accoalat ofthe Tonga Island& 1827, i, 190, 
300, ii, 22). It  may be that there was child sacrifice 
in pre-dynastic Egypt, and that it died out there in 
exactly the same way as it did in Tonga. At any 
rate the presence of the fragment of the very young 
skull with the two small finger bones is suggestive. 
This instance is of value as a modern example, about 
which there is no question of interpreting archaeo- 
logical evidence. But from ancient times there is an 
equally close parallel which has an even more im- 
portant bearing on our finds, for it is nearer both in 
time, place, and nature. During the excavation Of 
the site of Gezer, which is situated in South Palestine, 
Mr. R. A. S. Macalister discovered bones buried in 
pots. It will be simplest to quote his own words 
from the Qaarter& Stakment of the Pal. Explor. 
Fund, Jan. 1905, p. 32, where he says: " In a 
number of tombs, all about 1200 B.c., there were 
found with the vessels containing food exactly identical 
vessels containing one or more human bones. In 
one, for instance, was a small earthenware jug, con- 
taining the finger bones of an infant. In another 
was a similar jug, in which was an adult patella. 
Elsewhere was an infant's sacral bones. Most re- 
markable of all was a bowl into which the calvaria 
of a skull was exactly fitted, obviously with in- 
tention. . . . I am permitted, through the kindness of 
Dr. Merrill, to quote a parallel but apparently later 
example from Beit Jibrin. This specimen consisted 
of a bowl or cup-shaped glass vase, with a neck, and 
it contained an extraordinary assortment of relics : 
three adult toe bones (from different individuals) ; an 
adult finger bone; thumb bone of a child of 10; 

sacrum ; right ulna and fragment of femur of an 
infant ; and a foetal toe-bone." 

" Two possible explanations suggest themselves. 
We may here find a reminiscence of a funeral feast 
in which originally ceremonial cannibalism had been 
practised. Or else the bones may have been re- 
garded as amulets; superstitions attached to such 
relics as the fingers of drowned persons are familiar 
to everyone, and these bones may have had some 



PARALLELS IN PALESTINE 11. 

such virtue. I may re-assure possible sceptics, so far 
as I can foresee their objections, first, that it is im- 
possible that the bones should have accidentally been 
intruded into the jugs, or been inserted by workmen, 
for in every case I cleared out the jugs myself, and 
saw that the earth they contained had been un- 
disturbed before I did so; and secondly, that they 
are not the surviving bones of originally complete 
skeletons, buried in jars like the infants in the High 
Place; for the jugs are never more than six or eight 
inches high, and would not have contained skeletons 
of any size. The preponderance of infant bones will 
not escape attention." The infant burials to which 
Mr. Macalister refers are those found by him under 
the floor of the temple at Gezer. The skeletons were 
all those of new-born children, none of them being 
more than a week old (P.E.F. Q.S., Jan. 1903, p. 33). 
A similar cemetery containing nothing but the burials 
of very young children has been found surround- 
ing a rock altar at Tell Ta'annek by Prof. Sellin 
(P.E.F.Q.S., July 1902, p. 303). There can be no 
doubt but that these infants' cemeteries are the 
remains of a widespread custom of child sacrifice, 
which may or may not be connected with the finds 
of bones reported above. 

The parallelism of these finds to ours at El Gerzeh 
in Egypt Is striking, and becomes the more signi- 
ficant in the presence of the pottery vase also found 
at El Gerzeh and described in sect. 31, the clay of 
which proved to have come from the Philistine plain. 
Thus once more we find connections between Pre- 
dynastic Egypt and S. Palestine corroborating those 
already postulated by the occurrence of wavy-handled 
pottery in the two countries. 

CHAPTER V 
THE RITUAL OF DISMEMBERMENT 

By GERALD WAZNWRZGBT 

19. IN the religious literature of the ancient 
Egyptians the rite of dismembering and unfleshing 
the body is curiously prominent in the earliest texts, 
and evidences of the practice remain on into the 
later times, where as a rule the underlying idea is 
plainly misunderstood or forgotten, as for instance in 
the title of ch. lxiii A of the Book o f t h  Dead (Renouf, 
p. I I 5) " Chapter whereby one is not burnt with fire, 
but drinketh water, in the Underworld!' In the text 
of the chapter itself there is no reference whatever to 
water drinking, but only to the risk of burning, to 

which the dead man was exposed. May not this be 
a late surviving memory of a disused custom, of which 
we found an instance in the trench full of ashes, 
no. 108, which contained apparently burnt finger 
bones? With a growing civilisation there seemingly 
came an aversion to this custom, and this charm 
against it may be the outcome of such aversion. In 
later days when the custom had totally disappeared, 
the chapter kould not be understood as it was, hence 
to give it a meaning the inconsequent "but drinketh 
water " is interpolated, being in consonance with the 
later religious ideas. The text of the chapter itself 
is of course not touched, and still only refers to 
burning. 

The references in the Pyramid texts are numerous, 
and can mean nothing if they do not refer to a cutting 
up of the body of the dead man, and the necessity of 
his being pieced together again before being able to 
take advantage of the Underworld. Moreover there 
was no aversion to this custom in the minds of these 
early people, but on the contrary a strong desire to 
undergo so honourable a treatment ; for Unas prays : 
" 0, Nit, Aniou, Orrit, O'irit-hikoou, Nosirit, donne 
qu'Ounas soit mis en piPces, comme tu es mise en 
pieces " (Maspero, Imm. As Pyrarnii2.s h SappmaA, 
p. 39). I t  may be noticed that Osiris does not appear 
among these various divinities, who were cut up in 
the way that Unas hopes to be cut up; hence this 
allusion must be independent of any influence from 
the Osirian legend, although that myth was in circu- 
lation and is referred to in the Pyramid texts. I t  is 
therefore the only one apparently of many myths 
concerning this custom which has survived to us. 

20. We can best obtain a view of the state of 
affairs reflected in these Pyramid texts by tabulating 
their statements under the various parts. They are 
as follows : 

Head. H. 
I. " 0 Teti, car tu as sdev6  ta ttte pour tes OS, tu 

as soulevd tes OS pour ta tCte " (p. 104). 
2. " Sib . . . t'a fond6 solidement, it t'a don& ta 

&te " (p. I 24). 
3. "Lhve-toi Teti, car tzr as r e p  ta ttte, tu as 

resserr6 tes OS, tu as assemblf: tes membres" (p. 126). 
4. -" Eveille-toi, Teti, lkve-toi car tu as r e p  ta 

tu as assemble tes OS " (p. r43). 
5. " Vienne qui vient, tu ne bouges pas ; ta m& 

vient A toi et tu ne bouges pas ; Nout vient A 
toi et tu ne bouges pas ; la Grande modeleuse 
vient toi et tu ne bouges pas ; mais d b  qu'elle t'a . 
prottgd Q sa fason, tu bouges, car eZZe te donm ta tta, 
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elle te fait cadeaux de tes OS, elle assemble tes chairs, 
elle t'apporte ton ceur dans ton ventre " (p. 164 and 
again not so fully on p. 164). 

6. "On t'a fait cadeau de tes OS, tu as r e p  fa t8te, 
auprh de Sib, et il dbtruit le mal qui est en toi, auprh 
de Toum" (p. 165 and again p. 166). 

7. " Ounas devient d t y e  de sa ttte " (p. 54). 
And in the Ceremony of the Opening of the Mouth 

it is said : 
8. " Osiris Pepi Nofirkeri k as r e p  ta ttte," when 

4 Shonsi cakes are offered to the statue (p. 366). 
Bonw and Members. B and M. 
I. "0 Teti, car tu as soulevC ta t$te pour tes OS, 

tu as souZevC tes OS prmr ta ttte " (p. 104). 
2. "Tu a resu ta tete, hr as ressewk tes OS, ta as 

ussemb&? tes membres " (p. I 26). 
3. " Tes OS ne s'ankantissent pas, tes chairs ne se 

mettent pas en lambeaux . . . car tu es l'un des 
dieux, . . . et tu as ouvert les portes du ciel "(pp. 141, 
142). 

4. Tu as reGu ta tete, tu as assemb& tes OS" 

(P. 143). 
5. "D& qu'elle t'a prot6g6 B sa fason, tu bouges, 

car elle te donne ta tste, eL4e te fait ca&aux h tes OS, 

elle assemble tes chairs, elle t'apporte ton cceur dans 
ton ventre" (p. 164 and again not so fully on p. 164). 

6. On fa fait carteau cle tes OS, tu as r q u  ta tete 
auprhs de Sib, et il dCtruit le mal qui est en toi auprhs 
de Toum " (p. 165 and again p. 166). 

7. Pepi a r h n i  ks OS, il a rassemblb ses chairs . . ." 
(p. 186). 

8. Horus says he has come ". . . ressewer pour 
tot' tes OS, rassembler pour toi ta texture, resserrer tes 
lambeaux . . ." (p. 297). 

g. Lkve-toi donc . . . puisque tu as rassembZ/ tes 
OS " (p. 408). 

10. Unas traverses the domains of Seb " assembhnt 
ses membres qui sont dans la tombe, rej2t'pant ce2cx 

pui sont dans Ze Nou " (p. 60). 
I I. " Nephthys a ressewdpour toi tous ks m b r e s .  

. . . Hor t'a prdsentb tes chairs, et, comme il n'a pas 
donnb ton moule, il t'a assemblC sans qu'il y ait de 
ddsordre en toi, Hor t'a dress6 comme sans pareil (7) " 
(p. 121). 

12. "Ta sceur Isis est venue h toi avec tes mm- 
byes . . ." (p. 123). 

I g. " Le muv d'0una.s d Zui, Zui-&a, sesjambes cE 
Zui, Cui-mtmc, son bras d Cut', Z z c i d e  " (p. 63). 

14 Horus acts "comme ta seur  afnde, qui 
assemble tes chairs, pi Zz2 tes mains, qui te serre entre 
ses bras, qui te trouve sur ton cat6 . . ." (p. 407). 

15. "Cette huile [from the Eye of Hanu] t'a 
mwis NI ordre tes OS, elle f a  rassemblC tes chairs" 
(P. 386). 

In the Ceremony of the Opening of the Mouth it 
is said : 

16. "0 Pepi Nofirkeri, voici qu' on t'a consalid6 
tes m&/toires pi ont ttk sgarles," when a Kef-pasb 
is offered to the statue (p. 358). 

21. Fksh. F, 
I. " Hor tire k ckuir du double d'Ounas du corps 

desceux-ci et de ceux-l&, qui sont sur les bpaules de 
Ra . . !' (p. 64). 

2. " Nephthys a resserrd pour toi tous les membres 
. . . H w  t'a prPsentt? tes chairs, et, comme il n'a pas 
donnb ton moule, il t'a assembld sans qu'il y ait de 
ddsordre en toi, Hor t'a dress6 comme sans pareil (?) " 
(p. 1211. 

3. "Tes OS ne s'anbantissent pas, tes ckuirs ue se 
mettent pas en hmbeaux . . ." (p. 141). 

4. " D&s qu'elle t'a protCg6 A sa fason, tu bouges, 
car elle te donne ta tete, elle te fait cadeaux de tes OS, 

e h  assemblk tes &irs, elle t'apporte ton caeur dans 
ton ventre " (p. 165). 

5. " Ce Pepi y passe (au ciel), sa peau de panthkre 
sur Iui, le biton et le fouet de ce Pepi dans son poing: 
U Pepipasse avec sa chair " (p. I 75). 

6. " Que Mirinri passe, et pue passe sa cbiv, que 
Mirinri passe et que passe [son] vCtement " (p. 325). 

7. l' Pepi a r6uni les OS, il a rassembltses Jurirs . . . 
(p. 186). 

8. Horus says he has come resserrer pour toi tes 
OS, ~assembkvpour toi ta texture, mssewer tes dambemx" 
(P. 297)- 

g. Horus acts " comme ta sceur ainde, pui assem&& 
tes chirs, qui lie tes mains, qui te serre entre ses bras, 
qui te trouve sur ton c6tt . . !' (p. ~7). 

10. "Cette huile [from the Eye of Horus] t'a 
remis en ordre tes OS, eZZe t'a rassembZ/ &S ckuivs. . . ." 
(P. 386). 

In the ceremony of the Opening of the Mouth it 
is said : 

I I. " O s i r i s  Pepi Nofirkeri voici ton Oeil, que tu as 
saisi," when four Mito cakes are offered to the statue 
(P. 366). 

We thus see that the cutting in pieces, for which 
Unas prays, was of a much more wholesale character 
than that found a t  El Gerzeh, and closely resembling 
that of no. 17 from Meydum as reported in Mydum 
and Memphis, iii, pp. 15, 16, and that observed in 
D e s h h k ,  chap. v. We see that when Unas hoped 
to be dismembered he expected that: 
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I. His head would be taken from him, and that 
it might be given back to him, H 2, 3,4, 5,6. 

2. His bones and members would be taken from 
him, so that a present might be made to him of 
what had been once his own bones, B and M 5,6, 12. 

3. His flesh would be' taken from him, and that 
it might be presented to him, F 2. 

After which he would become th owner of them, as 
exemplified by the head, H 7. 

4. There would be need to collect his bones and 
members, B and M 2,4, g, 10. 

5. There would be need to collect and rearrange 
his flesh, F 4, 7, 8, g, 10, for : 

6. His flesh would be in pieces, which would have 
to be bound together, F 8, and that having collected 
his bones and members that : 

7. There would be need to unite them and to 
bind them together, B and M 2, 7, 8, 10, I I, 14, for : 

8. His bones would have been in disorder, 
B and M 15, and that: 

g. His jaws would have been separated from each 
other, and would need to be made rigid once more, 
B and M 16. 

10. All the constituent parts of his body (texture) 
would have to be reassembled, F 8. 

Each of these classes of dismemberment are 
recognised by the Ceremony of the Opening of the 
Mouth, for in it the dead man is assured that by 
certain parts of its ritual : 

I. His head has been presented to him, H 8. 
2. His bones have been set in order again, 

B and M 16. 
3. His eye has been restored to him and made 

part of himself, F1 I. 
This last passage is not found elsewhere in these 

texts. I t  might at first sight appear that this had 
some indefinite meaning, and that the mourners 
supplied him with all they could indiscriminately ; 
but when we find that the eyeball was removed 
completely, leaving only the empty socket, which 
was filled with paste, as in no. 17 (Meyhm and 
Memyhis, p. IS), we see that this statement and ritual 
had its origin in a physical fact, and was intended to 
supply an actual deficiency in the dead body. 

The inference from F 5 and 6 is that the flesh has 
been so utterly removed from the dead man as no 
longer to be any integral part of him, and that when 
presented to him it is only one of his possessions, just 
as are his panther-skin costume, his staff of office 
and his whip, and it is as necessary tg state that 
he is in possession of his flesh as it is to state that 

he is in possession of his other belongings, F 5, and 
it is just as conceivable that his flesh may be left 
outside as it is that his dress or staff may be left 
outside. In fact in F 6  the flesh is conceived of as 
quite a different entity to the dead man, and one wish 
is expressed that Merenra may pass into heaven, 
and then quite a separate wish that his flesh may 
do the same, just as is done for his clothing, to which 
his flesh is parallel in the pair of sentences ; in fact 
Merenra's flesh is here reduced to the level of his 
clothing. 

22. From a consideration of H 2, 5 ,6  it is evident 
that there had actually survived to the vith dynasty 
these ritual ideas for kings, though many classes had 
abandoned them in practice for different and more 
civilised customs. In theory it was still in the 
vith dynasty considered necessary to destroy the 
old evil man so as to give him a fresh start, pure 
and sinless, in the next world ; for at the time that 
reconstitution of the body takes place, Seb, with 
whom Atum is associated in the similar passage 
on p. 166, destroys the evil that is in it. From H 5 
it is evident that the reconstruction of the body 
either gives, or is symbolical of, resurrection ; for 
in the first part of the quotation it is said that various 
goddesses come and the dead man does not stir; 
even when the Great Modeller herself comes he does 
not stir, and it is only after she has presented him 
with his head, bones, and heart, and has collected 
his flesh, that he moves. Hence the moving or 
coming to life is the immediate result of the giving 
of the head, of the making presents of the bones, 
of the collecting of the flesh, and of the bringing 
of the heart. I t  is curious that in these early texts it 
is Seb who is the god of the dead; it is he who 
establishes a dead man, H 2 ; it is before him that 
the present of the bones and head are made, H 6 ; 
it is he who destroys the evil which is in the dead 
man, H 6 ; and it is in his territory that the scattered 
limbs are to be found, for Unas is said to have 
traversed them in the search, B and M 10. This 
strongly shows the extreme antiquity of the ideas, 
as Seb belongs to the earliest stratum of the theology. 
He is the hereditary prince of the gods. I t  might-be 
argued from a general view of the quotations that they 
refer generally to a freedom in the next world from the 
inconveniences of putrefaction in this. But if this were 
all there could be little or no force in the statements 
that the bones and the head have been presented, 
H 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 8, B and M 5,6, 12, for they must pre- 
viously have been taken from him to be able to be 
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